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La classe de Mme Rivard 
09/10/19 

 
Dear parents/caregivers, 
Welcome back to school! I’m very excited 
about this coming school year and I hope your 
family is too! This is going to be a long 
newsletter because I have a lot of information 
to share. 
 
Our first week was great. We’re getting to 
know each other. We started reviewing math 
concepts and doing shared reading. We’re still 
mostly working on getting a routine set up in 
the classroom. Next week, we will still do some 
of that but we will also start working more on 
core subjects. There is still no math homework 
for next week. However, students will have to 
complete a page of handwriting every day.  
This second week will also be a lot about 
assessing students in reading and math to get 
an idea of their level so I can adapt my lessons 
and measure progress through the year.  
 
This week and coming week 
Theme: Me and My Class 
Language Arts:  We are doing a lot of shared 
reading, which is students and teacher reading 
together from big books, sentence strips or 
charts. We will begin Student of the Day on 
Thursday, which will cover many basic 
concepts of writing as well as beginning sight 
words (words students should be able to 
recognize upon seeing).  We will also begin a 
handwriting review.  Each day we will focus on 
a letter to recall its name, sound(s) and the 
correct formation using the D’Nealian or 
Modern Style of printing. 

Math:  We have started Unit 1 of Everyday 
Math.  We are learning about procedures and 
the tools we will use during the year.  We are 
reviewing counting by 1s, 5s, and 10s.  This 
week we will learn to order numbers and 
identify the number before and after. 
Social Studies:  We are learning about our 
classroom community.  We are talking about 
why we have rules and what are the rules of 
our class and school. Next week, we will also 
learn about the flag, the Pledge of Allegiance 
and proper etiquette for both. 
Science:  We are reviewing body parts through 
various activities throughout the day including 
stretch breaks and our math counting book as 
we do shared drawing of animals and people. 
 
Newsletters 
Each week, I will send a newsletter. I will put 
it on the school website in the newsletters 
section.  In an effort to reduce paper copies, 
I will only send the newsletter by e-mail 
starting in two weeks. This week and next 
week, I will send a paper copy and an 
electronic copy (let me know if you don’t get 
it). If you do not have access to e-mails or 
would like a paper copy as well, please let me 
know and I’d be happy to provide it. 
Please make sure you go through your child’s 
blue communication folder every day. If you 
haven’t filled all the back to school forms for 
our class yet, please make sure to go online 
and fill them. I can give you a paper copy upon 
request if you would prefer that. Also, do not 
forget to update your child’s information with 
the district through their iUpdate system 
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online. If you need assistance, our school 
secretary can help you. 
Thank you for your support this first week and 
thank you if you have already returned the 
forms.  
Here are the links for the online forms:  
 
Contact information 
https://forms.gle/VETJS8cBwjC1x22v5  
 
Transportation 
https://forms.gle/s9HnZPms9KddAu1j7 
 
Child information 
https://forms.gle/9N7zuGDPALBJeR4U9 
 

Bunny authorization 
https://forms.gle/1p61vwNs2V9C78iy6 

 

Volunteers 
I’m looking for parents/guardians/grand-
parents able to volunteer in the classroom to 
help with things like copies, cutting paper, 
hanging projects, etc. Ideally, I would like to 
have a volunteer that can come every week but 
if you’re able to volunteer only once in a while, 
just let me know a couple of days before.  
I will send you a note when there is an 
opportunity such as field trip, special events, 
or I could use some extra help J. I will need 
extra help next week to set up the iPads (no 
need to know anything about iPads).  
 
Mlle Murer 
Mlle Murer will be the intern working in our 
class this year. Having another French 
speaking adult in the classroom supports your 
child’s academic growth and their knowledge 
of the French culture. Thank you so much for 
supporting our intern program. 
 
Snack 

We will take 10 minutes at the end of the day 
to have a quick snack so please provide a snack 
daily if you want your child to have a snack. 
Please keep it healthy and something easy to 
eat. No candy allowed.  
 
Specialists 
This year we have science, music, and physical 
education. We will rotate every 2 weeks. We 
have music right now. I will write in the 
newsletter which specialist we have for the 
week. If we have physical education, please 
make sure your child brings tennis shoes.  
 
Homework 
Homework will usually be in 3 subject areas:  
math, reading, and spelling. At the beginning 
of the school year, homework will be 
handwriting.  
Handwriting: Each day, your child will need to 
practice writing a letter. The homework is 
doubled-sided but only do one side a day. To 
simplify things, I will hand out many pages at 
time, in a packet. Just rip off the page that 
needs to be turned in every other day. 
As I told you in my letter letting you know all 
about our class, your child should not be 
spending more than 15-20 minutes doing 
homework. If getting the homework done 
takes longer, please talk to me and we can 
figure out something so your child is not 
spending too much time doing homework.  
 
Math:  Math homework is called Homelinks.  It 
will start coming home soon and you can 
expect to get 2-5 Homelinks a week.  
Sometimes math lessons take more than one 
day so there may be some days when there is 
no homework.  I will try to let you know the 
numbers of the Homelinks each week but 
sometimes there are circumstances that 
change our pacing a bit. If you allowed me to 



Mme Rivard  Alexandra.rivard@spps.org 651-221-1480 
 

send you texts, I will send a text daily letting 
you know what was sent home for homework on 
that day. These assignments should be sent 
back to school the next day but I realize that 
sometimes your family has something going on 
and I will check the homework weekly only so 
you don’t need to worry if your child had an 
activity, you had to run to the grocery store, 
etc. and you didn’t get a chance to get the 
homework done. However, try to start a good 
study habit doing it every day and make sure 
everything is turned in on Fridays.   
Reading: You should try to read with your child 
every day.  Please fill the monthly reading log 
I will be sending home. Your child should read 
an average of 20 minutes 5 days/week. If your 
child can’t read yet, don’t forget it is 
important for you to read to him/her as well. 
French is best but any language is better than 
nothing!  
Spelling: Will begin in October.  We will have a 
sound of the week with 4 spelling words that 
your child needs to practice and learn by 
Friday.  I also give 4 bonus words for students 
who easily learn the 4 words and need more 
challenge.  More information will follow on 
this. 
 
The most important thing about homework: 
please make sure you child’s name is written on 
their work.  
 
If you can get unlimited texts with your cell 
phone, I encourage you to sign up for daily 
(or nearly daily ;) ) text reminders/notice 
through remind.com at this address: 
https://www.remind.com/join/kcg8k6  
I will send you a text to let you know what is 
the homework for the day. Once in a while, I 
may not be able to do it because I have a 
meeting right after school or something like 

that, so make sure you check your child’s 
folder daily for homework and other papers. 
 
 
Bus cards 
Your child got a bus tag to be worn to and 
from school every day for the first 2 weeks of 
school.  I put the second card in your child’s 
backpack. It is very important that your child 
keeps this card in a pocket of his/her 
backpack -especially if your child rides the 
bus.  Be sure to update the information if it 
changes.  A substitute or new bus driver might 
need it months from now to know your child’s 
bus stop. 
  
Behavior 
Few people asked me if I would be sending a 
behavior report home. I will not be sending a 
behavior report home unless I feel like it 
would be helpful because your child is 
struggling with behavior in class. You can 
assume your child is doing well if you don’t 
hear from me. Once in a while, I will send a 
note for children doing well but it won’t be 
weekly.  
I try to motivate children in a positive way to 
give their best at school. Once in a while, 
students may be asked to take a break at 
times if needed, switch spot if too talkative, 
catch up work for the first 5 minutes of 
recess if they purposefully didn’t complete 
the work in class, or any other logical 
consequences. If the child is still struggling, 
he/she may be sent to a buddy room. Next 
week, we will all practice how to take a break 
in the classroom and a buddy room. If your 
child gets too behind on work completed in 
class, I will send it home to be finished. I will 
send you an email or a note if this happens. 
Again, I will mostly try to encourage positive 
behaviors giving points, tickets to reward 
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working hard, following rules/expectations, 
kindness.  
 
Becoming responsible and independent 
1st grade is the time for students to learn to 
be responsible and independent. Children will 
be expected to grab homework and other 
papers on their own and also to remember to 
turn their homework in on their own. At the 
beginning of the school year, I will give them 
many reminders but please check their folder 
to make sure they turned in their homework 
and forms as needed. If homework is not 
making it home or not getting turned in, please 
let me know and I will put the papers in your 
child’s folder myself, take out the homework, 
and make sure I give them extra reminders. 
 
Change in transportation for the end of the 
day. 
 
PLEASE, make sure you send a note, a 
paper one or an email (or both, even better) 
the morning of the day there is going to be 
a change in the way your child goes home. 
Emails have to be sent before 11am. I will 
always write back to let you know I’ve got 
your email. If you do not hear back from 
me by 1 pm or the change happens after 11 
am, please contact the office as soon as 
possible and they will let me know of the 
change.  
 
Daily schedule 
We will not be following this schedule until all 
the routines have been established and we’re 
done with back to school activities but this is 
what our daily schedule is going to look like.  
9:30-9:50: breakfast- morning work 
9:50- 10:10: morning routine 
10:10-10:35: Flex time 
10:35-11:40: math 

11:40-12:30 pm: specialist 
12:40-1:10: lunch 
1:10-1:35: recess 
1:35-2pm: quiet time 
2:00-3:35: Literacy 
3:35-3:50: snack, end of the day routine 
 
Merci, 
Mme Rivard 
 
 


